
NTRPDC and its Partnership for 
Regional Economic Perfor-
mance (PREP) colleagues con-
gratulate each of the region’s 
17 businesses selected as final-
ists for the Governor’s Impact 
Awards.  For the third consecu-
tive year, Pennsylvania compa-
nies and entrepreneurs were 
honored for their positive  
contribution to the state’s 
economy.  

The Governor’s Impact 
Awards recognized companies 
from throughout the state in 
five categories: Jobs First, 
Community Impact, Small 
Business Impact, Entrepre-

neurial Impact, and Export 
Impact. Nominations were 
provided by the state’s 10 
PREP networks, totaling more 
than 200 nominations.  

More than 600 people at-
tended the May 21, 2015, 
awards ceremony in Hershey.  
The five Northern Tier busi-
nesses selected were: Commu-
nity Impact Award – South-
western Energy Company 
(Tunkhannock); Entrepreneur 
Impact Award – The Wellsboro 
House (Wellsboro); Export Im-
pact Award – Channel Veneers 
USA (Troy); Jobs First – Cargill 
Meat Solutions (Wyalusing); 

and Small Business Impact 
Award – Penn Troy Manufac-
turing, Inc. (Troy). 

Finalists from the Northern 
Tier:  

Community Impact Award   
 Canyon Country Cab 
 Southwestern Energy  

Company 
Watson Diesel 
 Ray’s Supermarkets 

Entrepreneur Impact Award   
 The Wellsboro House 
 Snake Creek Lasers, LLC 
Graves Accounting &  

Consulting Services 

Export Impact Award   
Oak Hill Veneer dba Channel 

Veneers USA 
Hoffman New Yorker 
Deer Park Lumber 

Jobs First Award   
 Kintner Modular Homes, Inc. 
Holcombe Energy 
 Cargill Meat Solutions 

Small Business Award   
Metalkraft Industries 
 Beikirch's Hunter Supply 
 Robert Heed Logging 
 Penn Troy Manufacturing 

Governor’s Impact Awards Honor Area Businesses  

July 2015 

Executive Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
August 21, 2015 
kulick@northerntier.org 

Economic Development 
Advisory Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
October 7, 2015 
hauser@northerntier.org 

Local Management 
Committee  
NTRPDC Conference Room 
11:00 a.m.  
July 28, 2015 
fay@northerntier.org 

RTAC  
Location: TBA 
10:00 a.m.  
August 10, 2015 
baker@northerntier.org 

Workforce Investment Board 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m.  
October 21, 2015 
warner@northerntier.org 

Youth Council 
NTRPDC Conference Room  
9:30 a.m.  
October 21, 2015 
mccarty@northerntier.org  

Upcoming Meetings 

Winners from the Northern Tier and other regions of Pennsylvania at the May 
2015 awards ceremony in Harrisburg. 

Does your municipality need a computer?  NTRPDC has eight used central processing units (CPUs) in good condition that are 
available free to interested municipalities.  Each CPU has Windows 7 and Office 2007 Professional.  Interested municipalities may 
contact Jeff Field, NTRPDC Information Technology Program Manager, at field@northerntier.org or 570-265-1541. 
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Honor presented by the PA Route 6 Alliance 

NTRPDC update 

NTRPDC Executive Director 
Kevin Abrams was presented 
with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award by the PA Route 6 Alli-
ance at its May 14, 2015, annu-
al meeting. The award recog-
nized his leadership and work 
to advance the mission of PA 

Route 6 and heritage develop-
ment.  

“Since the first regional 
meeting to discuss the future 
of PA Route 6, Kevin Abrams 
has been a champion of the 
scenic and historic highway,” 
said Terri Dennison, PA Route 
6 Alliance Executive Director.  
“Serving as head of the Steer-
ing Committee and first Presi-
dent of the PA Route 6 Alli-
ance, Kevin helped lead the 
stakeholders through the Her-
itage Area process, the devel-
opment of plans and strate-
gies, and creation of the PA 
Route 6 Artisan Trail and the 
PA Route 6 Heritage Commu-
nity Program.  He continues to 
promote the importance of PA 
Route 6 to the economy of the 
Northern Tier.”  

Abrams has served on the 
PA Route 6 Alliance Board for 

15 years and is currently Vice 
President.  He was one of sev-
eral people honored at the 
annual meeting, which drew 
tourism and economic devel-
opment partners from 
throughout the region. 

The PA Route 6 Alliance is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion. Its mission is to manage 
the PA Route 6 Heritage Corri-
dor as well as partner to pro-
mote tourism, open space, and 
recreational opportunities; 
bolster economic develop-
ment; and help provide educa-
tion on the heritage and im-
portance of Route 6.  The alli-
ance is comprised of 11 coun-
ties, nine convention and visi-
tor bureaus, four heritage are-
as, local development districts, 
businesses, chambers of com-
merce, and other stakeholders.   

Abrams Receives Lifetime Achievement Award 

Cynthia Traore, NTRPDC Export Pro-
gram Manager; Jason Fink, Wil-
liamsport Chamber of Commerce; 
Linda Thomson, Johnstown Area 
Regional Industries; Kim Barnes, 
NTRPDC Deputy Director; Lorraine 
Royer, Williams Energy Canada.  

Photo courtesy of PA Route 6 Alliance 

Terri Dennison, Executive Director, 
PA Route 6 Alliance; David Brooks, 
President, PA Route 6 Alliance and 
Director, Potter County Visitors Asso-
ciation; Kevin  Abrams, NTRPDC  
Executive Director 

Endless Mountains Music 
Festival Wins Heritage 

Tourism Award 
Congratulations to the End-
less Mountains Music Festival, 
recipient of PA Route 6 Alli-
ance’s Heritage Tourism 
Award.  The award recognizes 
a project in the PA Route 6 
region that furthers economic 
development while champi-
oning the heritage and cul-
ture of the Route 6 corridor.  
The festival brings together 
numerous local planning 
partners and attracts more 
than 5,000 attendees each 
year. Visit: 
www.endlessmountain.net 

NTRPDC’s Kim Barnes, Deputy 
Director of Community and 
Economic Development, and 
Cynthia Traore, Export Pro-
gram Manager, attended the 
Global Petroleum Show (GPS) 
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
June 8-12, 2015. GPS is one of 
the largest energy events in 
the world and brings together 
oil and gas producers, compa-
nies, and suppliers as well as 
economic development pro-
fessionals. Approximately 
63,000 people from 95 coun-

tries attended the show, with 
2,000 companies exhibiting. 

Barnes and Traore joined 
other professionals from Penn-
sylvania and met with specific 
companies located in Calgary 
who are either doing business 
now or plan to do business in 
the Marcellus shale region.  
These meetings provided a 
valuable opportunity to learn 
about each business and dis-
cuss the benefits of doing 
business in Pennsylvania. 

The trip was supported by 

CORE PA Global, FirstEnergy, 
Southern Alleghenies Regional 
Planning Commission, the PA 
Department of Community 
and Economic Development, 
and NTRPDC’s economic de-
velopment partners from oth-
er regions throughout the 
state.  CORE PA Global is an 
initiative working to bring 
greater visibility to the 53-
county “core” region of Penn-
sylvania and attract interna-
tional and domestic investors 
as well as reshoring projects.   

NTRPDC Staff Attends Global Petroleum Show  

Team discussed Marcellus shale opportunities with Canadian companies 
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Welcome to Jody McCarty, named Workforce Program Manager 

Workforce Program Manager 
Sherry Felten retired in June 
2015 after 17 years of service 
to NTRPDC.  Many area resi-
dents and employers came to 
know Sherry through her work 
coordinating the Youth Pro-
gram and managing the 
Northeast Healthcare Industry 
Partnership. She worked with 
many groups of providers and 
served as the liaison for the 
region’s training programs. 
Each year, Felten coordinated 
the training of more than 150 
health care professionals, mul-
tiple health career fairs, sum-
mer youth employment pro-
grams, and other workforce 

development initiatives in the 
Northern Tier. 

“We are going to miss so 
many things about Sherry,” 
said Frank Thompson, Deputy 
Director of Workforce Devel-
opment. “Not only did she 
bring a tremendous amount of 
institutional knowledge to the 
office every day, she was a 
terrific manager and a commu-
nicator with the ability to 
share that knowledge.” 

Assuming Sherry’s respon-
sibilities will be Jody McCarty, 
who was recently hired as a 
Workforce Development Pro-
gram Manager.  Jody graduat-
ed from Bloomsburg Universi-

ty, previously worked at North-
ern Tier Counseling, and has 
several years of experience 
working in the mental health 
field.  Jody lives in Shunk with 
her husband and two daugh-
ters.  “It is a pleasure to wel-
come Jody to our staff,” said 
Kevin Abrams, NTRPDC Execu-
tive Director. “Her counseling 
and health care industry expe-
rience will be of great benefit 
as we continue to develop  
the workforce in the Northern 
Tier.”  

Jody McCarty can be 
reached at 
mccarty@northerntier.org or 
570-265-1516. 

NTRPDC’s Sherry Felten Retires 

NTRPDC update 

In May, 50 health care profes-
sionals attended sessions 
about the PA Nurse Peer Assis-
tance Program (PNAP), coordi-
nated by the Northeast Re-
gional Healthcare Industry 
Partnership.  Two sessions 
were held, one in Sayre at the 
Guthrie Clinic and one in 
Wellsboro at the Deane Cen-
ter. Health care employers rep-
resented included the Laurel 
Health Center, Susquehanna 
Health, Penn College, Guthrie, 

Memorial Hospital, and the 
Northern Tier Career Center. 

PNAP works with nurses 
and nursing students experi-
encing addiction, alcoholism, 
or a mental health disorder.  
The sessions discussed: 
 Identifying the incidence of 

and risk factors for addiction 
 Recognizing the signs and 

symptoms of the disease of 
addiction 

 Learning the differences 
between PNAP and PHMP 

 Understanding responsibil-
ity in mandatory reporting 
and the practice acts 

 Understanding how legal 
charges can affect a nurse’s 
ability to practice 

 Examining PNAP and PHMP 
contract requirements 
The Northeast Regional 

Healthcare Industry Partner-
ship represents the Workforce 
Investment Areas of the North-
ern Tier, Lackawanna, Luzerne/
Schuylkill, and Pocono coun-
ties.  The four Workforce In-
vestment Boards work togeth-
er to establish a formal health 
care industry network that 
addresses common and over-
lapping needs of employers in 
the field.  Once trainings are 
scheduled, interested employ-
ers may apply for funding  
to offset the cost of these 
trainings. 

Loan Closings 
NTRPDC closed one loan in 

May to PA Quarried Bluestone.  
The $100,000 NTRPDC RLF 
loan will assist the company  
in purchasing a semi-truck for 
their business.  This purchase 
will create one full-time posi-
tion. 

Assists nurses experiencing addiction or mental health issues 

PA Nurse Peer Assistance Program Training Held 

Jody McCarty recently joined NTRPDC. 



312 Main Street 
Towanda, PA 18848 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 570-265-9103 
Fax: 570-265-7585 
Toll-Free: 888-868-8800 
E-mail: info@northerntier.org 

www.NorthernTier.org 
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NTRPDC update 

In May, Tioga County Devel-
opment Corporation (TCDC), 
owner of the Westfield Busi-
ness Park (Westfield, Tioga 
County), held a groundbreak-
ing at the future business 
park.  The development is on 
the site of the Westfield Tan-
nery, which employed more 
than 200 people before clos-
ing in 2005. Since that time, 

TCDC, NTRPDC, and 
other partners have 
worked to redevelop 
the site for active use.  
TCDC took owner-
ship of the 18.3-acre 
property in 2014 and 
was awarded grant 
funds to continue 
clean-up efforts and 
begin demolition of 
several facilities.  This 
$208,700 project in-
cludes funding from 
the Appalachian Re-

gional Commission ($100,000) 
and the PA Department of 
Community and Economic 
Development (DCED) Indus-
trial Sites Reuse Program 
($34,650).  Additionally, the 
Northern Tier Partnership for 
Regional Economic Perfor-
mance (PREP) committed 
$50,000, Tioga County con-
tributed $11,500, and TCDC 

dedicated $12,500 of its funds 
into the project.   

Although it is a small por-
tion of the overall projected 
$9 million project, the clean-
up and demolition phase is 
essential to move the project 
forward.  Work includes re-
moving several tanks, an elec-
trical substation, and a lime 
silo all used in the tannery 
business.  Additionally, one 
building will be removed and 
soil testing completed.   

Upon completion of this 
phase of the project, planning 
partners will work to acquire 
funds for demolition of more 
than 30 other structures on 
site, relocation of the creek 
running through the site, and 
ultimately redevelopment of 
usable structures and con-
struction of new buildings to 
complete the business park.  

Clean-up and demolition are under way  

Westfield Business Park Groundbreaking Held  

David E. Cummings, Tioga County Development 
Corporation Chairman; Kevin Abrams, NTRPDC 
Executive Director; Robert J. Blair, TCDC  
President/CEO; Jim Davis, Westfield Borough 
Councilman  

Susquehanna – Wyoming 
Equipment Show 

July 30, 2015  
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Lazy Brook Park  
Tunkhannock Township 

Contact: Brian Baker 
baker@northerntier.org 

570-265-1540 
 
 

Tioga – Bradford  
Equipment Show 

August 27, 2015  
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Alparon Park   
Troy Township 

Contact: Matt Williams 
williams@northerntier.org 

570-265-1532 

The Wolf Administration ap-
pointed 48 individuals to a 
new Pennsylvania Pipeline 
Infrastructure Taskforce; an 
additional 12 work groups 
have been set up to involve 
another 101 people from vari-
ous backgrounds who have 
dealt extensively with natural 
gas and oil drilling across the 
state.  Among those members 
are several individuals from 
the Northern Tier region, in-

cluding Kim Barnes, NTRPDC 
Deputy Director, who sits on 
the Workforce and Economic 
Development work group.  
The work groups exist to pro-
vide insight into addressing 
various needs and aspects of 
natural gas development. 

The 12 work groups are 
Agriculture; Conservation and 
Natural Resources; County 
Government; Emergency Pre-
paredness; Environmental 

Protection; Historic, Cultural 
and Tribal; Local Government; 
Natural Gas End Use; Pipeline 
Safety and Integrity; Public 
Participation; Siting and Rout-
ing; and Workforce and Eco-
nomic Development.  

“My goal is to make sure 
that our rural area has a voice 
in the process,” said Barnes. 
“This includes addressing safe-
ty and distribution concerns 
about pipeline construction.” 

Wolf Creates Pipeline Infrastructure Taskforce 

Involves stakeholders from the Northern Tier region 


